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Division 20: Pilbara Development Commission, $3 334 000— 

Mr J.M. Francis, Chairman.  

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development. 

Mr P.B. Rosair, Director General, Department of Regional Development and Lands. 

Mr A.D. Kerr, Manager, Financial Services, Department of Regional Development and Lands. 

Mr S.V. Webster, Chief Executive Officer. 

Ms A. Dann, Principal Policy Adviser, Office of the Minister for Regional Development. 

Mrs J. Sounness, Principal Policy Adviser, Office of the Minister for Regional Development. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: I give the call to the member for Rockingham. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have a very quick question, because I know the member for Collie–Preston wants to get 
to the division for the South West Development Commission. My question relates to the first and second dot 
points on page 262 about the amount of money being spent on Pilbara Cities. My question relates to the Pilbara 
Cities office. Can the minister advise how many staff work in the Pilbara Cities office, where they are located 
and where the office of the chief executive officer of Pilbara Cities is located? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: He can tell the member himself—no, he cannot; he has gone. I will ask Paul Rosair to 
answer that. Chris Adams is the CEO of Pilbara cities. He is based in Karratha. He was formerly from Port 
Hedland. I will ask Paul Rosair to outline, from his figures, what the office numbers are and where they are 
from. 

Mr P.B Rosair: I have the breakdown of the Pilbara Cities office. There are 12 Pilbara Cities staff. I think six 
are located primarily in Karratha and six in Perth. As mentioned by the minister, Pilbara Cities’ general manager 
is located in Karratha. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not have any other questions. I think we are keen to get on to the division for the 
South West Development Commission. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I refer to the three dot points listed under “Significant Issues Impacting the Agency” on 
pages 262 and 263. It is great that $1 billion is being invested in the Pilbara. It is righting some of the wrongs of 
the past. The second dot point indicates how much construction is going on, how much infrastructure is going to 
be needed and how it is important to develop into a city. The Pilbara has been talked about for a long time as the 
cash cow of this country. There have been many reports, but there has actually been no planning for the Pilbara. 
The third dot point states that the development commission is a member of the Pilbara Regional Planning 
Committee. I would like to hear, in the minister’s words, how important it is to have a plan for the Pilbara. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I think, member for North West, it is absolutely vital. Already we have built a suburb around 
the power station that the previous government built next to Baynton West in Karratha. It is not ideal to be 
building a suburb around a power station that was built only three or four years ago, but they are the sorts of 
decisions that get made if there is no plan for growth. We are currently moving the waste water treatment plant 
in Port Hedland, because the waste water treatment plant was on land designated for residential growth rather 
than for waste water treatment. It is some of the more usable land in Port Hedland. 

I pay credit to John Day as the Minister for Planning, Gary Prattley from WAPC and Mr Eric Lumsden from the 
Department of Planning. They have put a huge effort into undertaking the planning in record time to facilitate 
scheme amendments in Karratha and in Port Hedland so that the opportunities to take advantage of some of 
those projects listed in the second dot point can actually happen. Basically, the Pilbara Cities initiative and the 
work done by LandCorp in conjunction with those agencies have fundamentally rewritten the rule book in terms 
of the growth of the Pilbara. 

An interesting thing to note in these construction workforces for BHP’s Rapid Growth Project 5 and Woodside’s 
Pluto and so forth is that the mining sector regularly talks about it as just a construction workforce. It says that it 
is not a residential workforce; it has to be fly in, fly out. However, there are not too many construction work 
camps that ever get empty; the construction work camps are always full. It is at about that point that the industry 
needs to partner with the government on Pilbara Cities. Construction work camps are forever filled with start-up 
and shut-down crews, with maintenance crews and so forth. There is absolutely no reason why they cannot move 
into a residential setting. That would start to underpin the growth of the Pilbara. That would give the private 
sector more comfort to invest. That would start to underpin the growth of the Pilbara. That would give the 
private sector more comfort to invest, given that we have the planning and the funding in place. We are yet to see 
a partnership from the commonwealth government. We invited the commonwealth to the Pilbara to look at the 
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opportunities for growth. A mineral resource rent tax—the son of the super profits tax—was the only thing to be 
born out of that visit. I hope the federal government, with its investment in regional development, will turn its 
mind to the Pilbara and partner with the state government in its massive investment in our Pilbara Cities. This 
will help to ensure that the population growth of Australia is heavily focused on the Pilbara where jobs are, 
where economic development is occurring and where we need to grow stronger and more sustainable 
communities. Bernard Salt, a very impressive demographer, is talking all the time about the unique opportunity 
over the next five to 10 years for not just our government, but also the following government to continue to drive 
that investment. Hopefully, we can look back in 20 to 30 years and see cities that look like Mandurah and 
Bunbury up there in the north west. 

The appropriation was recommended. 

[5.10 pm] 
 


